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Asix year old soccer player glares at her opponent across the field as she waits for the game to start
The player is battle hardened and tested as evidenced by the Dora the Explorer band aid covering the
scratch on her little finger. The sun reflects off of the beads of sweat on her forehead in the moments
before the referee blows the whistle. As the ref takes a breath to signal the game’s start, a bee buzzes
by the young player’s ear. In an instant, the fierce competitive intensity turns into a blood curdling
scream and a river of tears as the young player runs faster than Usain Bolt to her father’s chair.

The fear of certain animals and insects is prevalent across all people and cultures. Some of the funniest

and most popular pranks on the internet prey on these fears. However, for those with real fears of

snakes, bees and spiders, the thought of coming into close proximity can cause severe anxiety. The v
young player on the field above was me back 2006 when getting ready for an AYSO game in St. Clair WO
Shores. To this day, the fear of certain animals and insects causes me to have the safe reaction. The
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. yhshare three phobias with many others in the world. Each of these fears result in my heartrate

\&” L‘k increasing, a shortness of breath and trembling. If taken by surprise, | likely will take off running or

(VN \‘) possibly scream out loud. Apiphdbia is the fear of bees and that, as demonstrated above, is my biggest
iy

fear. A close second s araghhophobia, or a fear of spiders and the not-to-distant third is ophidibPhobia

Q‘) ! or a fear of snakes. While each of these is terrifying on its own, | can find the humor in it and am going
&) {0 totake this project as an opportunity to face each of my fears. Let's think of this as Lake Shore Fear i
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‘a\g% The Michigan Council of\Women in Technology contest will provide me with an uppovt\bky to learn and /I\
%\\ developechnical ki f5$hat | can carry forward in my academic and professional career. The contest

¢ requires me todevelop a website that will incorporate technical capabilities and some adventuresin g,
/ fear conquering [fd/n
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My website will focus on providing specific Information about the fear of bees, spiders and snakes and /'€

follow me on my path to either overcoming my fears or making a mess in my pants. M}J‘JC
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