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Repurposing for the Big Day

Introduction 6\

“I think a lot of people get so obsessed with the wedding and the expense of the wedding that they miss

out on what the real purpose is. It’s not about a production number, it’s about a meaningful moment between J
@

ow. T yust co J‘?Q(e
two people that’s witnessed by people that they actually really know and care about” said by Jan¢ Seymour. W

kﬂo’

Tying into the theme of repurposing, this quote says that even though memories and things never fade, q”b
beginnings are always happening and there is never an ending to anything. We pay attention to many of the

little things in life, as do many people. There is some kind of greater appreciation for life when more thought

and effort is put into a gift. We accepted the challenge from The Michigan Council of Women in Technology

e ——

when given the theme of Repurposing: The Ultimate in Creativity and Recycling. Repurposing, by defin étlo )

says “to adapt for use in a different purpose.” The easiest way to tackle this theme was to think of a subject to
elean, Cleac
work with. We will essentially create three Do It Yourself items to be used at a wedding. Repurposing
= — NN
something for your Big Day is a great was to save money t0o. Megan’s cousin was getting married and the first
Acve
question she would ask was "how much is it?" This made her feel bad because your wedding day is one of the
i 222

biggest days of your life and you should be able to get whatever you want no matter what the cost is.

Repurposing things and giving them a new use may be the way to go. We will repurpose a log to create a flower

filled centerpiece, tree bark napkin holders, and turn recycled bottles into sparkling lights. \/
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Page 1: Index ﬁ
/

Our index page is a representation of the overall feel and goal of our whole site. The content explains

how we will create three DIY objects to make a wedding more affordable. Doing these objects also adds

creativity to a wedding and will give guests something to talk about. The layout of our site was one of the
R s

hardest decisions to make. At first, we wanted to place our navigation vertically along the side of the main table,

but it didn’t look exactly how we wanted it to. The idea that we had for our navigation icons was for them to

resemble spots on a calendar. When you rolled over them, there would be a circle over it like you were circling

that day of the month. The idea was good, but it didn’t look very neat or clean on our site. As for the color

scheme for our site, we wanted something that was classy yet modern. Every wedding color theme is different,

so we figured that we would combine a few classic colors. One of the main colors on our site is turquoise. This

color opens up thof communication between the heart and the spoken word. Another color we used was

yellow. This is a very happy color and is uplifting, offers hope and fun. As for our font, we wanted one to be the

classic, fancy wedding font, but because of lack of

readability in our content, wﬁ had to choose the
readability 1
P " b\.lﬂb\/\ (1§ A& Yo

@wiesl bnt we could find that was readable. It also

looks more professional. Making a social media site to
e ——

coincide with our site was very fun. We made a twitt
Vw7 ahadh s pesfll
account to showcase the theme of our website. Lastly,
g{ con
we had to created video that combined the processes

of making each of our items. The advanced group in our class went on a field trip to the Apple Store and was

T il i e p\cf’f a \’ P _ '
taught how to use iMovie. D (50 TN \ a b rart (€ oﬁ
s / ﬂ..kl'u QYJ Q—*wb wAY :
Ser

Page 2: Centerpiece E%ﬁ
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(5(\)11&: of the things guests at a wedding remember most is the centerpiece. We created logs with flowers in

them as our centerpiece. It is easy to make and most of the items you probably already have in your backyard.

One thing we had a lot of trouble with was the slideshow that had to tell users the steps we took to create our
T
items. We first used Dynamic Drive to find a creative slideshow that would fit in our site well, but no matter

how many times we tried to figure out the code, we couldn’t get it to work. We could’ve sat there for hours
trying to get the code right, but we just didn’t have the time. In the end, we used a website called Slideshare to

.

present the slideshows on each item-based page. Another thing that we had a problem with was getting pictures

into the table on our last page. It ended up being the file type, not the name of the actual picture. One of our

favorite codes is the rollover code. Our

navigation had always worked except when " )

i ‘-E.f-)a i

(lnf k i?\;\mrc ¢ _
knew that with the creativity and effort we put into editing and making

. . 5. 1] X |
we went on the live version of thesife. Ctbz’q
the rings look perfect, we had to get it to work on the live version. We
even were thinking of just having them as one picture and no rollover at

all, but we couldn’t let it go. We took our time and fixed the live

!

bogow

version, so now the single ring turns into two engagement rings when you rollover them.y«f[

¢ ha & fleqent
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The little things in life should be remembered most. Our

second item involves small detail; bark napkin rings. For each of

our pages, we needed to add a picture to go along with what our

item was. We decided to just photoshop a picture of the napkin

holders before and after the process of making them. They

—

turned out perfectly and got nicely on our site. We used

Photoshop CS6 to edit all of our images on our site. A problem
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that we had when using this program was keeping everything in different layers. If you don't, all of your small

things will no longer be editable. Our favorite photo edit we created is our background. It didn't turn out exactly
71\

cut in half when we first tried the idea, but we ended up making it in Phofoshop and it is probably one of the 1)

things we are most proud on on our site. (}‘ b\u v 4 ( : -~ O_C/ ‘B

' (
Page 4: Lights M‘G_l / AR /.fr*:u\mk 5{}«\31\)

The last item we created was sparkling lights made out of recycled wine bottles and Christmas lights.

¢
There are so many different ways to make this item unique. There are also a lot of different resources thaiyve' )p)\‘n%(
ety 2

used throughout our website. We had to c\'(&all of the outside sources that we used. The most useful for lis‘ﬁ was WJ'

w S\ AP

the C8S Tutorials. It was like our little Eook for the class, but-enlines It's a new way of coding that makes things ,OV
@* 8%
more concise and easier to change big things on a webpage. We were also unsure of how we wanted our footer Y

to look like. In our first attempt of navigation buttons, we drew small pictures to represent each page. We ne@r X
used them in the icons, so we thought why not put them in the footer to naviga?te through the other pages more u\?‘
Luhak's a fuv . con ep

easily. One of our favorite features on our site is our favicon. We also used the hammer with a bow as our {C;[\TL‘

~ > o

cursor when you hover over links. We chose to use a hammer to represent the repurposing theme, and added thew*\
\ ,
bow to go along with our theme of a wedding. ¢o & ;_ |-
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Page 5: Webmasters /\j\

Our Acknowledgment page is the most bulky and has the most information on it. A key feature on this

(‘ e had+tertreat€ an original moving picture to go along with the theme of our site. We

M

page is o,

chose to draw four separate pictures of a couple showing them from standing there together to a proposal and

ending with a kiss. At first, we wanted it to be black and white and have the background match our color

scheme, but then we decided to make the couple in color and match the color to the inside of qur table. The

UFP\G e ploges> MWL ir Hhis

animation was made using Photoshop CS()J too. We also created an Erfor 404 page. We got creative and had a
N

blank page with Where's Waldo? there in a tuxedo holding an engagement ring. It also said "Whatever you're

looking for, it's not here, but you found Waldo! He has to ask you a question..." and he was asking "Will you
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marry me?" Finally, the most 1mportant NE I@ we chose was Critical Thmkmg, Problem Solving, and Decision

Making. There were always so many questions that we had in order to create our site, and questions are good. If

we were ever by ourselves for a moment and had a problem, we would develop new solutions on our own to J

solve the problem. We were much more independent and had to make divisions based on our own opinions.

Since we were in a group, there were even more creative juices flowing and different perspectives about thin

. s i
Conclusion M @

Lntf
very o
Creating a website from code is difficult as it is, but adding the theme of Repurposi

o AT T,
: The Ultimate in \(@f/

Creativity and Recycling was a bit more challenging, but we like a challenge. As best friends, wéjumped at the

opportunity to be partners in creating this website, but it wasn’t that easy. Sometimes we didn’t have gi

ideas about something, so it made it a bit harder to get things done in time. On the other hand,

showed us where our strengths are. Megan did most of the coding, and Gabby, did most of the Photoshop
editing. If we were having trouble or anything, we knew that we could switch roles to help each other. If we
were to do this website all over again, Megan would stay in a partnership, but Gabby would prefer to work by
myself. You definitely get more done in a partnership and there are more great and creative ideas, but there are

less arguments and clashing ideas when you’re by yourself. Af we were to gy into the technology field, we

would use this experience to show off our previous coding skillsand fu$ being able to be involved in the

i)
competition is an honor. @0 \S\\a\/c \ZU"( (.Ol‘f’_lj@ ()(JJ‘ ’




