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Introduction Q)u.(,/ﬂ / P “5
The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals has estimated that fo

olnsans L ed Lhe e y e

"approximately 37-47% of all houscholds in the United States have a dog, and 30-37% have a

-_—

cat". There are so many Americans with pets in their homes, and most of them are unaware of

the ways that their pets are affecting their health. I knew that this would be my topic for the

theme, “Love those Pets” in the Michigan Council for Women in Technology’s annual web

design contest. I researched how pets affect human health during childhood, adulthood, and as

V"

seniors. In this essay, I will describe each of the pages on my website, the purpose behind my
v ol

website, the impa? of social media on my site, my most important resource, outside experience,

video-making process, and how I fulfilled one of the National Education Technology Standards

requirements. 5o\ 4 S

)

Page 1: Index

The first page on my
website was my index

page, or the home

page. It is probably the

most important page,
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as far as coding goes, because it is the foundation of your website. My index page contains a
description of the MCWT contest and background information about my website. I chose my
theme after lots of disputing, ending up with the theme of how pets can affect human health at
different ages. This theme relates to my mterest in science and human health, and on(:e [ came up

U"N‘j P(’ cavie ¢0()r\,€,d§, & rW‘«} {orxj ream o :
with this idea, I knew I was interested and ready to learn more about the topic. I had the color

_\_\_‘_‘_‘1’ o —
scheme picked out before almost anything else. Besides being one of my favorite colors, blue
represents calming, which is one of the biggest benefits of having a pet. I chose red as an accent
color because it represents healing, physical power, and confidence, another theme important to ¢t
e Do Yov k néw lf’[’f K»L

my website. The fonts were difficult for me to choose because Google Fontshas so many to (gnyU™
%’ Y Y 2

of . ank — ?(J-’ ],q()

choose from! I went with the fonts I.did because I felt like {hcy "cw playful ‘enough for the pet

theme, but also serious enough to express the informational aspect of my website. I went for a
o
v
more modern, professional layout, which was inspired in part by Hillsdale College’s website,

which is where I'll be going to college next year. The navigation bar at the top with the two o
how did Yok achhien Hhay ]Qg]&i

columns is a clean way to organize content, and I am proud of the results I achieved. SW‘WGJ <
P nel p lea
Page 2: Children

My first body paragraph was focused on children and how they benefit from pets. I Lm ’. 5"
w 613 ¢

,/

benefits, as well as a conclusion. On the right side, I have a picture in place of the Twm@;

b7

introduced the topic, and then separated my content into physical, mental, and emotional

that I have on my index page. Having my Twitter feed on all five pages was my original plan, but
[ ultimately chose to replace the widget with pictures. Adding the widget was much more
difficult than I anticipated. On my second visit to Seek Momentum, a professional web design

company I will discuss later, I asked the professional web designer to help me add it, and it took
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o ¥
us 45 to find a site that could create the widget I was looking for. Even though it took so long to

—

implement, I am glad it ended up on my site because I believe the presence of my social media

page adds to the idea of spreading the knowledge on my website. Social media is such a
P exrfech)
powerful tool today, from marketing a brand to sharing information instantaneously, so the
g W g e S}
addition of a social media profile to my website made sense to me. By creating a Twitter profile

for my website, I was able to increase the attention that my cause received and potentially
generate more traffic to my site. One of the most exciting parts to me was the feedback that I
2

received through social media. Another@%}eplied to one of my tweets and complimented

my progress, which I thought was a really kind and supportive thing to do. It motivated me and

showed me that I was succeeding and doing well, even in the eyes of someone I don’t know. The
impact of social media on our society grows every day, so including my Twitter feed was a key
wha Powerts] pews 7
clement of my site. You shovld see Lew e oy fos Lowacs
}/0 U Can 501 pow L;Q,ﬁove_. ,VL-Q

Q\QQ@E/L\‘-Q;’ _;'h.ﬂtlf.ei:{— a (0m .Q_,}“?L"‘J}‘
L)(/J' Jﬂfﬂ A
On my second body page, I discussed the benefits of domestic animals on adults. 1 Compedd 89 i,

Page 3: Adults

formatted everything the same as my first body page, with a section for physical, mental, and

emotional effects, as well as an introduction and conc@usio.n. The picture I used on this page is

one that my dad took on the last day of the comp@ion. He W)ent out of his way and got ready,
L

maybe a bit more than necessary, and did whatcvc}r/{;’e could to

help me succeed. Throughout this process, I we_;s"': constantly

asking my family for their opinions and helpl,-évhenevcr

possible. A few times a thttkr once my site VJ\{:IS live, I would

\ .
show my whole family and ask them to be as o?ritical as 4

\
L'}

[0« may complan bak theic pucedt For
Varci 345 Natons, louf" leavﬁ ﬂf /)Q/Jql
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For exmpley
S\q ure eng ”
possible, my sisters taking this to heart especially. They nitpicked and pointed out the tiniest

errors I made, and their critiques made a significant impact on the final product of my website.
They were also willing to do almost anything to help me along the way. My family was
definitely one of my most helpful resources throughout this process.
Page 4: Seniors

My third body page is focused on the benefit of pets on the health of seniors. I continued
with the physical, mental, and emotional sections, along with the picture and links on the side.
The layout of my website was something I had in mind since the start of the process. I knew that
[ wanted this separation along with the horizontal navigation bar at the top. ”;his design could
havc-never been a reality without the field trip my classmates and I took to Seck Momcntﬁr;l, a
local web design company who volunteered their time to help us create the framework of our
layouts®pent about three hours just beginning to form the site, and in that time, we also got
to see \Jhat being a professional web designer is lik@oded and asked questions, and at the

|
end of t]\ﬁe day, we left with a start
to our layouts and a newfound
understanding for what we xere
doing in class and how it relates to
a real carcey, Wi . even went back a
second time |towards the end of the

|
competition ffor them to check out

our finished products and help us

fix little mistakes we all needed

> 01\‘0: \A‘L CEO and -nNew ﬁf:ezwﬂf, lite I
t‘\“’\u\ﬂo‘l l {;\a&s ng)ém all ( voge ) wi !l




DLCPALICIIKY J

help with.This outside experience was extremely vital to my site, and I am so grateful we 30t the

ase L

opportunity to take this trip. A | € Sce > You ;Au an afte M L
| (o h ey e @ = he#l be.:

Page 5: Credits il T > bu}’ Le ey

The final page o my website was the credits page, which contained a paragraph about
me, a table showing my history in technology classes, a Prezi showing my process of making a

website, my/Overall summary of the process, and my citations. Below my conclusion, I included

a video/6f my cat Lulu, which I edited at the Apple Store on a field tri@ot the chance to use

iMovie with the help of some employees at Apple I sped up my video, cropped it, and added
L\ﬂn ho’( ‘{JW Cad(ﬂo have.
filters, q#mpth&i would not have bej able to do without the field t\\{l feel that mzﬁﬂng this

video was just one of the many extra experiences that made my website even better.

Tallc aboulthetme E’&c}bf
NETS + Your Aea

NETS, or National Education Technology Standards, are the skills that we are required to
learn as students in technology classes. They provide a way to assess the knowledge and skills
that we obtained in class. There are six NETS, but I think that the most important one in this

class was creativity and innovation. Without new and creative ideas, technology would have no

purpose. Even Lheﬂkh this class wouldn’t have been possible without the actual technology skills

that we learned ih this class, creativity and innovation create a purpose and a goal for a website.

TS line gives me shi verd
The motivation behind technology is peop]c Wlthout creativity and innovation, there is no

M

purpose to techno\‘lqu, which is why I think it is the most important standard to meet during this

e
L

class. How&’d Yo u perunaliy Maoker Hhis ?
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Conclusion

Overall, this process has been such an amazing experience that I will never forget. I am
so grateful that I got the chance to take this class for a second time and learn so many new
things. Making a website was challenging and exciting, and has sparked my interest in pursuing
a career in the technology field. My strength in this process was the coding portion of the website
because it came naturally to me. I like that it is so precise and everything has a meaning behind

it. Just one single letter or symbol could change a website, and I like that it has to be so exact. . 06 b
e ey Y() u'~ CVQKJJL-({LS l’)QCﬁ %[b :

My weakness in this process was the creativity anc@@g portion of the website. [ .~ ,Lﬁ‘ ﬁ;ﬁ -
B As

have a tough time making decisions and coming up with creative ideas, and working alone made hM’j’
é’)waL\

1\/@2_ !

f/

adding pictures and my video because I was unsure of myself and what would look best. In the !3(){"

decdind
g

me even more dependent on my own choices. I put off things like creating my animated logo and

end, I rushed the execution of these elements, so my only regret is not prioritizing some key

aspects of my site and taking the time to make them look their best. This contest has taught mea ;- ¢
?‘D i hlf.l V:Q_ a '(Y ﬂ.d 1 mad ksp{CF l’h‘/(}? }I/J,y
multitude of lessons, such as the value of hard work and dedication, the importance of time W!th h i
YDA AY

management, and many more. I have become more perseverant and creative because of this

competition, and I am grateful that these lessons will stick with me far beyond this c]as

I Led |1 s You {0 mUO.L’/

Nodelie” Pleaje dlor \t Joelc-o-m{,

& ﬁﬂw\ng r,

o
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Personality Blues UJ‘N ’g;:\ (‘;}’r
U
Introduction J\P

The quote, “each one of your cats is a distinct, four-footed little person with an individual
personality,” by Ira B. Rubin perfectly explains the mission of the website we created to enter the
Michigan Council of Women in Technology Web Design Competition. The MCWT contest is a
web design contest that requires high school girls to code a five page website about that year’s
them.c; this year the theme was “Love Those Pets!” Our idea was to take three cats of the same
breed and show that they all have different personalities, even though they look very similar.
While we will be reflecting how we built our website, we will also outline the goal of our

G 5 »

website, outside experiences and resources that benefited us, our favorite photo edit, and why we

: v \
choose to be in a partnership. 50\ 0 4

Q\.‘. i
)y

The first page of any website is the most important because it demonstrates the overall theme of

Page 1: Index

the website. The index page is where the readers get most of the information which will
hopefully get them to click on the other pages for further information. We decided to create our
website based on 3 different similar looking cats that have different personalities. We chose to
base our website on this theme because we noticed that even when multiple things, people, or
animals ]OOWhenﬁ %\bmes to personality. For our layout, we

| -

l'\ A 4 H{}U" ul
Vory FrsL b “\‘L Y )
e .? ~
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wanted to make it different than our intro websites and decided to make the navigation buttons

and the content into theiz own tables. While creating this page we used a new method of coding
- \ w l‘"\“' '!’_ 3 }-7
call (‘fi/ CS§, to style the different components on the page such as the text or the pictures. Using

CSS on the index page made making the rest of the pages easier $cause you could just copy the
S p 5( ﬁla_ n WI’L&F IS fOﬂ) 55’.)"/

code and keep ¢ver thmg consistent. One of the most important parts of the visual aspect of a
p ‘7‘( y P p

website is the color schcme; we decided to make ours different pinks and blues. Pink often

[ove O}
symbolizes kindness, playfulness, and tenderness which could also be used to describe the cats

we used throughout our website. Blue not only goes well with pink but also often symbolizes
trust, loyalty, confidence, and intelligent which we believe is very important while creating a
website. Trust and loyalty are incredibly important while making a website with multiple people

because you have to trust the other person to do their half of the work and do it in a way that
. Wes ]‘Jox' L an acih be ca /&€

5ive each of'hes = romr&w‘(/_

T eund

you’ll both like.
q’f/f'&.oﬁ ot

Page 2: Bailey

Our second page is about Jada’s shy cat, Bailey. Around new people Bailey hides so we made _ A@’)
whwj 9rwe9ﬂ"«7 b did she do [ prsv
her a turtle shell with the help of Hannah’s grand}na Many resources were used to create our

/

website, we think the most important were physical people. Hannah’s grandma and dad were
both great resources that we used for multiple things on our website. All three costumes were
made with the help of Hannah’s grandma. Together we planned out the designs, bought the

materials, and made the costumes. Without Hannah’s grandma the cats’ costumes would not hayve |~ j )
> O {
ik e dotP he wock? wl, [ doeo
i o

looked as good as they did. Being in the Informaw Téthnology field and having plenty of R, more

Spg,({;ﬁ—@ v
experience, Hannah’s dad was a great resource to help us with the technical and coding side of
the website along with revising the content. He helped us by criticizing everything about our
/AN >,
\ e

f}\/{ ,'(M"Pu
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website so we could make changes for the better. Also, he read over the content multiple times to
help find errors that needed fixing and rephrase any confusing parts.

Page 3: Jackson

The middle page is about Jackson, a

fancy human like cat. Jackson likes to

sit like a human so we made him a top

Sume
Breed,
g Different

Snme
- Breed,
Tifferent

hat and bought him a bow. One of the B

important aspects of a website is its logo
20 00

because it is usually one of the first thing a reader might see and it is on every page of the

website. Our logo was something that we struggled with for a while. We spent multiple class
- sk ---Lﬁ_\u W dibrl "1 s
periods trying to make it perfect and adding small details like the paw prints and be\f& to add H,—Mp ¢

.---"‘/

/
g ree <

—

some dimension. First, we brainstormed the logo and had something co%ﬁlctély different drawn
up. Eventually we decided that the logo should have both the cats and the creating costumes
: . _ a (t‘_.m-v}' /
aspect so it would truly capture the theme of our website. The scissors and tape measure j J ()U!/ J__{V,«'l
represent the creating of the costumes and the caf and paw prints represent the cats we based the
website on. At some point, we even added an animation to our logo and now we love it and all
the hard work definitely paid off.
Page 4: Sadie
Finally, our third cat is Sadie, a very noisy cat. No matter what is going on Sadie is always
making noise by meowing and purring. A big difference from intro web design and advanced

web design is last year we both worked as individuals. This time around however we decided

that we would work in a partnership. One of the best things about having a partner during this
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process of creating a website is you don’t have to do everything yourself. If you’re stuck making
a decision like which color to use or where to place a certain picture you can ask your partner
. gve or Ly
what they think and have a(second opm n. However, one of the things you have to have when
ek
working with a partner is trus& w1thout trust people will definitely ¢lash ‘and maybe not even get
= sEae s N

along. You have to trust the other person to do their half of the work, to make the right decisions,
and to not slack off and rush things, Another benefit of having a partner is experiencing —

[N eanch et T koot been rends o0 — 7

i
: ; : : ve
something so amazing with one of your friends. After the 11 weeks are up and your website is il

rr st
done it feels really good knowing you made that entire website from scratch with the help of one p o
your friends.

Page : Credits

The final page, sometimes known as a credits
or conclusion page, of a website is where all
the information gets tied together. This is
where you can learn more about the people

who created the website and how they did it.

The most important part of designing a

website 1s creating the layout. To build ours N
= piw wl\.erc. lno"v Man 7

we were able to meet with pro@eb designers, they helped us write the code for a mock

UIJ/ '(’l’ (V) «3 # i
layout we drew on paper. This truly helped us to reach our goal by settiﬂg up one « of the biggest

= /r 'H"" 3 560’1};}};‘“-’;/()‘0

aspects of any website, the format. Besides the benefit of our website, we also learned new code of-
that we could use again in the future. Deciding on the design of a website is more important that

writing the code for it because it is best to always have a plan than just start something without

—_—
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an idea. With the professional webdesigners we created a simple layout that could be used for

many different types of Wwo we changed small aspects to make it unique to our website's

theme. S
NETS: Creativity 1. Creativity and innovation

Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct
There are six standard benchmarks knowledge, and develop innovative products and

prrocesses using t.i?.(.‘.hll{}l(}{_.jy‘

students need to meet according to the a. Apply existing knowladge o generate new
ideas, products, or processes

International Society for Technology b, Create ariginal works as a means of personal
or group exprassion

Education. Those six include crcativi[y c. Use models and simulations to explore complex
systems and Issues

and innova{ion' communication and d. ldentity trends and forecast possibilities
collaboration, research and information
fluency, critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making, digital citizenship, and

technology operations and concepts. Though all six played a part of the creation of our website

along with any other website, we believe creativity and innovation was the most important for

us. All great websites begin with a good, original idea; starting with a quality idea will lead to

more creative elements to build a@;)\ﬂebsite. We think we came up with a very original

idea that not many people could accomplish, given not everyone knows three different animals

that all look immensely similar. A unique\idea will make it easier for people to r /wnember your P )
website over a website that has the same corigept as many others. (9" d‘.q(lk‘ ¢ A be\’(/
u-’

Conclusion 6 YUV>{’9
All in all, web design and the competition is at_/am ingopportunity that we would love to

experience again. Hannah’s favorite part of the process was watching the website come together

as we learned new codes and added new aspects to it every day. Jada’s favorite part was learning
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new coding techniques that made a small difference at first but all together made the website ten
times better. Being in the advanced group meant we didn’t always get direct instruction and
feedback but when we did get feedback it was usually good. However, when we asked for
feedback we didn’t only want good feedback, we also wanted constructive criticism so we could
fix anything that was wrong. I think one of our strengths while creating this website was staying
on top of our deadlines and making sure everything was done the way we wanted before it
needed it to be done. I think one of our weaknesses was definitely the written portion of the

content. As I said earlier, there isn't much direct instruction with being in the advanced group but

Thank sod Yot YOu are Self diveched = thal helps e/

I wouldn’t have it any other way. Also, I think relying on ourselves made our responsibility and

problem solving skills greatly increase. I think one of the things that make this class so different
than others is the fact that we get to completely create our own website with our own theme and
colors and details. Most classes have projects with strict guidelines and while we still have
certain things that have to be on our website we get to choose where and how we put them on the
site. Another one of the amazing things this class has to offer is the MCWT competition which is
an amazing experience and motivated every day to make sure our website was the best it could
IVANNAAAN
be. At the beginning of the trimester, this project seems daunting but after putting the final
touches on and submitting into the competition it’s astonishing seeing the progress you’ve made.

Overall, we are extremely thankful for the opportunities that this class has given us and we can’t

wait to see what it brings in the future. Va’b] |
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